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East Greenwich School Committee Official Statement September 5, 2007
East Greenwich, RI.  September 5, 2007.  The East Greenwich School Committee is disappointed and frustrated that the East Greenwich teachers’ union has decided to continue their strike and refuse to return to school.
When the Committee asked the union to return to the classrooms while continuing to negotiate, they refused, leaving Superintendent Meyers no choice but to cancel school for yet another day.    We are greatly concerned over the irreparable harm being done to our students and will seek relief from the court system to get the teachers back to school.
The Committee has continued to negotiate in good faith since February of this year.  Our proposals have consistently been rejected by the teachers’ union and they have not offered any substantial compromise in return.
We have persisted in explaining to the union the very serious impact that the tax levy cap (SR 3050) without a viable funding formula will have on our budget over the next 6 years.  We cannot act in a fiscally irresponsible manner nor will we run a deficit over the length of the contract.   We had hoped that the teachers union would work with us and not against us under these circumstances.

The School Committee will continue to act in fairness and good faith with the teachers’ union and will endeavor to bring them back to the negotiating table.  We will also continue to do what is in the best interests of our children and our community.
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