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East Greenwich School Committee Official Statement October 10, 2007
East Greenwich, RI.  October 10, 2007.  The School Committee and the East Greenwich Education Association met last evening for over 5 hours with the assistance of a state appointed mediator.  Unfortunately, we were unable to settle our contract differences.    

The Committee is not able to grant teachers the salary increases they are demanding.  Funding those increases would require even more layoffs and program cuts than are already anticipated.  Multiple factors, including the recently enacted tax levy cap and double digit increases in pension cost, have contributed to a tight budget situation.
Indeed, we have asked the teachers to pay a slightly higher portion of their health insurance premiums to help defray the high cost of healthcare for the district.  Our proposal would also provide every teacher a net increase in salary for each year over a three-year period.  However, it will still necessitate teacher layoffs and program cuts in order to balance the budget.
We recognize that this is one of the most difficult financial periods ever faced by Rhode Island public school districts and communities.  We will continue to ask the teachers for their understanding and to work with us and the East Greenwich community to deliver a quality education program for our children during this difficult financial environment.
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